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:urrent seemed to us to continue itself towards Norway
ind other the north-east parts of the world."
This was the Gulf Stream, no less, which the fleet
encountered, and it is a pity they had no means with
:hem of taking the temperature of the water day by
iay. Best suggests that it was the same current which
:he Portuguese found at the Cape of Good Hope, where
t flowed westward to Straits of Magellan, passing up
:he coast of America and round the Gulf of Mexico and
50 eastward again to Ireland and Norway. In this he
9?as correct, but his logic is curious at this distance of
time. He seems to think that, because this current turns
northward at Magellan, "finding no passage there for
the narrowness of the straits" and eventually turns east-
ward again, the later deflection was also due to a nar-
row strait to the north of America. It had become an
obsession with these navigators, that America tapered
to the northward and that, could they but win clear
of the ice, they would sail through, as Magellan had
sailed, into the great "South Sea." It seemed to them
a sort of empirical law of nature that there should be
a way round. The Portuguese had found it below the
Cape of Storms, and even beyond the White Sea it was
believed that in summertime men could sail round the
top of Europe to the dominions of Prester John. Be-
low India and Asia the seas ran clear. How then can
we fail to make it this time, with fifteen sail and the
orders of the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty?
The Queen had given the Admiral what Best calls
"a fair chain of gold." This was not merely for what
he had done, but for what she expected him to do. It
was a token, a guaranty, a symbol of royal approba-
tion, and it doubtless evoked in Martin's soul something
of the empire-builder's passion. We may deplore this
passion, having benefited by it ourselves; but it is no
longer possible to imagine what other spirit could have